
 

 

Dear Camp Northland Community,  

So much has changed for all of us (around the world) so quickly. We truly hope this email finds you and 

your family in good health, staying positive and sharing strength with each other and those around you 

who need it most.  In this troubling and challenging time, we want to continue to be a source of support 

and comfort for you, your children and our entire camp community.  

At this time, we continue to work towards a successful summer of 2020.  We understand there is a lot of 

uncertainty, fear and many questions that exist given the current state of affairs in our rapidly changing 

world. We remain grateful for the exceptional support and guidance we continue to receive from our 

own Board of Directors and numerous third-party agencies. We wanted to send an open, honest email 

to address what we are thinking, hoping and planning for the summer as well as outline current 

measures that are being implemented for our camp community.  

WILL CAMP NORTHLAND RUN THIS SUMMER? 

There is nothing that is more important to us than the health of the children and staff that attend 

Camp Northland. For this reason, we will not cancel or schedule sessions without health 

considerations being the number one priority. All decisions are being made in the best interests of the 

young people that we serve.  

So with that said, and while we recognize so much uncertainty still exists, we continue to hope that 

camp (in the traditional sense) will run this summer. But if not, we still intend for Camp Northland to run 

through the summer of 2020! It may run relatively normal as a best-case scenario, or with any number 

of modifications, changes, adaptations, or creative plans that are yet to be determined. So, in short, we 

are hoping for the absolute best, and preparing for the worst- and we know you would expect nothing 

less. We take in the same type of information and data as you see and learn from the media. We also 

take insights from industry experts and health unit information to help frame our thoughts further. This 

is a period made up of lots of guesses based on limited information – certainly a challenge for all of us.  

All we can say at this point, is that we continue to plan for another incredible summer by Moose Lake, 

but also plan for what summer camp may look like if little changes and social distancing remains part of 

our foreseeable future. We don’t think the two are necessarily mutually exclusive (even though it 

admittedly seems strange).  So, plan for camp to still be a part of your child’s summer. 



Camp Northland is a Mission driven camp with underlying identified values that bring our mission to life. 

Values that include ‘safety’, ‘pluralism’, ‘valuable life skills’, ‘Jewish identity building’, and ‘family and 

community’ always drive our purpose forward. Our mission (To achieve and sustain the highest 

standards of excellence in camper care, innovative programming and Jewish identity building in order to 

ensure that all campers and staff grow, thrive and have fun at Camp Northland by making lifelong 

friends, buildings life-skills, appreciating nature and respecting one another), driven by our underlying 

values, is not affected by a virus, current events or any other calamity. To the contrary, we will continue 

to inculcate these values in anyone who continues to participate with us in whatever format camp takes 

on for summer 2020.  

 

Note for CIT families: We remain committed to a final decision on the Israel trip viability prior to May 1st. 

We expect that if the trip is cancelled by that date, refunds of most or all the fees will be made available 

by NCSY/the trip provider.  

 

IS IT WORTH THE EFFORT TO CONTINUE SEEING CAMP AS AN OPTION? 

Comradery and fellowship form the backbone of every high-quality summer youth program, and 

Camp Northland falls squarely into this mandate. We have every intention of continuing to meet this 

need while adjusting as needed. We believe that camp, for many children, is the anchor for their 

entire year. Camp on the horizon gives kids a chance to be optimistic. Camp is a place where 

expectations are higher, social guidance is strong and dynamics help kids flourish, sportsmanship is 

better, kids can be their best selves. Whether this is provided in the traditional sense, on-line, or in 

some creative way in-between, kids need this anchor. And we are committed to provide this anchor 

for your children, for our children. No matter what we do and no matter where we are, we are going 

to figure out how to make this happen.  

Camp may play a more critical role than ever in our children’s lives this summer.  Experts are working 

hard to see how camp becomes the haven our children may need this summer to find some peace and 

calm in a storm all around them. We cannot underestimate the stress, confusion, and fear our children 

are experiencing. They are being expected to manage all of this without their peers, without natural 

social supports, and with their lives turned upside down. Their parents are scared. The children can feel 

the anxiety in their own homes. And with all of this, they are lonely. If it becomes practical and possible 

to run camp this summer, camp could very well provide an incredible opportunity for healing, much 

needed social interactions and real live lessons in resiliency as communities overcoming crises together.  

 

WHAT IF I AM THINKING OF CANCELLING? 

We hope you don’t cancel! 

First off, we are proud and happy to say that not one single family has cancelled camp or the scheduled 

Israel Trip as a result of COVID-19. We have received a few questions and very recent suggestions that 

maybe camp won’t be in the cards (i.e. so now what happens?), but not even one cancellation. We are 

so grateful for the ongoing support and trust in our process. We are encouraged by the collective 



hopefulness of our community.  Having said all of that, we respect whatever decision you feel is best for 

your family. You will note that our refund cancellation/policy is in a window where, based on the policy 

as it currently stands, nothing really changes from the status quo until June 1st in any event, so there is 

no benefit to early cancellation.  

We encourage you to consider that Camp Northland has always been and continues to be a haven for 

creativity. In fact, creativity is what we eat, breathe and sleep to make camp so incredible for our 

children. This is a key reason why so many children return year over year. As a camp, we stretch 

children’s minds, we stretch their bodies physically and we absolutely stretch their self-concept. There 

is nothing more beneficial to children than getting to be themselves the way can at camp. The 

challenges we are faced with are both real and significant, but challenges are not new to the camp 

environment. In a way camps are one of the best equipped organizations to rise and meet this type of 

unprecedented challenge that the world is facing for the first time together. If we must make new 

programs up, modify, improvise, ad-lib, and expand, we can do this. We plan to be leaders in this 

space.  We also know that so many of you have so much to offer and share so please email us your 

creative solutions and out of the box thinking to simon@campnbb.com. Together, let’s continue to 

bring joy to our children.  

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES  

There are several imaginable outcomes that we, like most camps, are currently evaluating and 

considering. Whatever we can do, we will make every effort to adjust in order to consider starting late 

or running shorter sessions if necessary.  

If we are not permitted to operate or we are able to open and then told to close early, or if camp runs 

on modified dates, or camp becomes a virtual space, or otherwise, then we will have to assess the 

impact of the fee structure, remodel as needed, and in a total worst case scenario return some or all the 

relative funds and rebuild Camp Northland towards a 2021 summer and beyond. 

If we are given permission by Public Health and government authorities to run camp, we intend to 

exhaust all resources to understand and implement safe and effective measures when it comes to 

medical care, camp cleanliness and proper hygiene.   

HOW WE INTEND TO CONTINUE TO COMMUNICATE 

As we have said since our first communication related to this crisis, we plan to continue to be honest, 

transparent and timely in all our communication with you. Our social media will continue to have some 

‘lighter’ posts, including programs, humour and ideas for families.  It is important that we continue to 

engage with our families, staff and campers who may be anxious about what is going on.  

It is our intention going forward to send you weekly updates on Wednesday of each week. If there are 

important decisions being made or issues to communicate earlier, we will do so as soon as we can. 

Otherwise, look for our Wednesday update to stay informed on where we are at that time.  

IF YOU HAVE AN OUTSTANDING BALANCE DUE THIS SPRING - PLEASE READ 

We want to support you in this period as best as we can. Please note that we will not be processing any 

scheduled payments between now and May 15th. We are of course aware that many families have a 

significant payment that is due on the first of the month and/or April 15th. These payments are all being 
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pushed back to May 15th at this time. Between now and May 15th, we expect to have additional answers 

and information that we will be able to share with you.  

IN CONCLUSION 

Although we are physically alone at this time with our own families, as a community we will get through 

this together. Please continue to adhere to all the recommended measures that are in place, so we can 

overcome this pandemic and move forward to a bright summer ahead. Don’t forget to eat well, sleep 

well, stay physically active, and find time for some mindfulness and attention to everyone’s mental 

health.  

The Camp Northland Team 

 


