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Thursday, April 16, 2020 

 

Dr. David Williams 

Chief Medical Officer of Health 

393 University Avenue, 21st Floor 

Toronto, ON  M5G 2M2 

  

Dear Dr. Williams, 

We are writing on behalf of the Ontario Camps Association (OCA), a self-regulating body for over 

450 children’s camps across Ontario. As a voluntary, not-for-profit organization established 80 

years ago, our primary mandate is to ensure adherence to the highest possible standards of 

operation that allow for healthy and safe camp experiences for Ontario’s children, young people 

and families.   

We wish to thank you and your colleagues for the extraordinary work that you are doing in light 

of the rapidly evolving environment we are experiencing with the COVID-19 pandemic. These are 

very challenging times for all Ontarians – it is vitally important that we all follow the advice that 

you and your team are providing to us as we resolve together to flatten the COVID-19 curve. 

The OCA is ideally positioned to contribute significantly to, and respectfully ask that we be invited 

to, participate in any dialogue regarding the operation of summer camps given the evolving 

pandemic. We are experienced in risk management and health-related issues of children, youth 

and young adults. The OCA and its member camps have followed best practices in this regard, 

informed by our local public health units, our extensive experience, and from ongoing and valued 

input from content experts including Dr. Jeremy Friedman (current Paediatrician-in-Chief and 

Professor, Sick Kids and Department of Paediatrics, University of Toronto); Dr Amy Greer (Canada 

Research Chair in Population Disease Modelling) and Thomas Appleyard (20 years of experience 

in crisis management, including as Manager of Response & Recovery with Ontario’s Ministry of 

Health and Long-Term Care). 

We realize that the situation is evolving very rapidly. With the hope that the spread of COVID-19 

attenuates in the coming weeks, we would appreciate an opportunity to be part the conversation 

regarding whether or not camps will run this summer.  We do not feel the opening of camp this 

summer is for us to decide, however we can outline for you what health protocols are realistic so 

you can in turn make the most informed decision.  We are ready now, to offer an exceptional  
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team to work with your office, by offering our feedback and experience in a professional, 

constructive and timely manner. We are now at the critical point regarding business decisions 

around summer camp operations, we know camps cannot open in a timely fashion with the 

current restrictions in place and we wish to begin a healthy dialogue immediately. Camps need 

to know what is realistic and determine how best to manage potential losses and determine what 

criteria have to be established for them to reopen.   

We look forward to hearing from you very soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Joy Levy        Jeff Bradshaw 

Executive Director       President  
 

 

c.c. Dr. Shelley Deeks, Chief: Communicable Diseases, Emergency Preparedness and Response, 

Public Health Ontario 

c.c. Dr. Charles Gardner, Medical Officer of Health: Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 

c.c. Gillian MacDonald, Manager: Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health 

c.c. Dr. David McKeown, Chair: Ontario’s Public Health Measures Table 

c.c. Dr. Barbara Yaffe, Associate Chief Medical Officer of Health 

 


