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Last week your OCA Preferred Vendors held a Zoom meeting to discuss the present situation 

facing camps in these unprecedented times. The meeting was chaired by Bruce Phillips and 

Craig McPhail, co-chairs of the OCA Preferred Vendors Committee. There were over 40 

Preferred Vendors present, along with the OCA Office team who were present to lend their 

knowledge and amazing support.  

The meeting began with Jeff Bradshaw, President of the OCA, and Tom Appleyard, a  member 

of the COVID-19 Task Force and a Preferred Vendor, who provided an update on the present 

situation as it applies to the 2020 Camp season. Eric Shendleman, past President of the OCA 

and Preferred Vendor, gave some insight on the pandemic from a camp operators perspective. 

OCA Preferred Vendors feel that it is of paramount importance to let you, OCA Accredited 

Camps and Outdoor Education Centres and Providers, know that we are here for you. Our 

businesses focus on providing support and services to you, and we will continue to be here 

through this pandemic and after.  

We had some discussion on how each of us can prepare for the return of camp in whatever 

form that takes. We strongly encourage camps and Preferred Vendors to speak with each other 

to find the best solutions to accommodate each other and support our return to camp.  

It was suggested that perhaps camp needs for products and services can be discussed now, 

laying groundwork for a smoother transition when camp does return to alleviate any 

unnecessary stress, helping our Preferred Vendors to continue to deliver high caliber service.  

We urge you to reach out as you start to look for items or services you may have never needed 

before. As Preferred Vendors, we have a large network of contacts that may be of help to you. 

To close, OCA Preferred Vendors are here for you. We are all have the same goal: To get camps 

up and operating to continue to provide a positive environment for our kids to enjoy, learn, and 

grow.  

We will get through this together.  

  BRUCE PHILLIPS   CRAIG MCPHAIL 


